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Donna Rees, Rachel Mills, Rowena Galway, David Hayes and Colleen Muirhhead recieved a cheque for $10,000 from Channel Seven’s Sunrise and Toyota.

Helping hand for the ears
of the region’s children

By LISA MINNER

COLLEEN Muirhead recently bit
the bullet and decided to enter a
competition on Channel Seven’s
Sunrise program to win $10,000 for
a community project, and despite
expectations she won.

The competition, sponsored by
Sunrise and Toyota, encouraged
community members to nominate
aventure that needed financial aid.

At the last minute the night
before the competition closed, Mrs
Muirhead, who works locally for a
visiting Sydney ear specialist, sent
her entry through to the show’s
website.

“I'said jokingly at the time I will
probably win this,” she said.

The motivation for Mrs
Muirhead’s entry was the Hear our
Heart Ear Bus Project.

“I'said on the entry we were just
a bunch of ordinary mums and
teachers raising money for a bus
that will go all around the western

region of NSW because there was
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no other service and I attached a
link to their website,” she said.

The committee involved in rais-
ing money to purchase and ear bus
needs to raise a hefty $360,000.

Committee member Rowena
Galway said the committee was still
along way off with their fundrais-
ing, but the recent addition of the
$10,000 was a great help.

“We have about $22,000 toward
that figure and we are desperate for
more sponsors to help us reach our
target,” she said.

The money will purchase a fully
fitted purpose-built Ear Bus.

The mobile children’s health/
education clinic will travel to
schools to promote awareness and
prevention of otitis media to stu-
dents, staff and community.

It will also diagnose and treat
children’s ear health problems.

The project was created on
behalf of the Dubbo & District
Support Group for the Deaf and
Hearing Impaired Inc, alocal char-
ity established in 1997 by parents,
community members and teach-
ers.

Itraises funds to improve educa-
tional facilities available to the deaf
and hearing impaired in Dubbo
and surrounding districts.

The motivation of acquiring an
ear bus to service western NSW
came about because of long wait-
inglists for the specialist service.

Western Australia, Northern
Territory, Queensland, South
Australia and New Zealand all have
Mobile Ear Health Clinics, while

NSW has none.

The closest Medicare ear nose
throat specialist is in Sydney. It was
envisaged the mobile ear health
clinic would travel to all schools so
an audiologist on board could test
children’s hearing.

Children with current ear infec-
tions can be referred to the general
practioner (GP) on board for
instant medical advice.

Thebuswould have the technol-
ogy to take digital images of
eardrums for the GP to email
straight to ear nose throat special-
ists at Dubbo for immediate treat-
ment advice.

This process would all take place
at school, without families having
to travel long distances.

The bus will also work in with
local medical centres and travel to
all public and private schools,
preschools and child care centres
at Dubbo, Narromine, Trangie,
Warren, Nyngan, Girilambone,
Cobar, Bourke and Brewarrina.

lisa.minner@ruralpress.com

TV ratings

ABC rides to rating success

THE ABC rode high on the
elegance of Australian tennis
legend Rod Laver and the drug
expose of disgraced US cyclist
Lance Armstrong in the ratings on
Monday night. The non-
commercial station equalled its
heavyweight rival the Nine
Network with three shows in the
top 10 - ABC News was second
with an audience of 1.119
million. Seven News, with 1.084
million viewers, had to settle for
third place and Nine News (1.040
million) was fourth.

www.dailyliberal.com.au

Martin appointed to board

MULLALEY-BASED grain producer
Angela Martin has been appointed
to the board of NSW Farmers. Ms
Martin is the chair of the Pottinger
District Council, has been a member
of its executive council since 2005,
and has served on both the
association’s economics and rural
affairs committees. Her district
takes in the branches of Spring
Ridge, Caroona, Tambar Springs and
Premer. Ms Martin holds a Bachelor
of Science from the University of
Sydney and has completed courses
with the Australian Institute of
Company Directors.

John Clive dies aged 79

BRITISH comedy actor and
author John Clive has died aged
79, his family says. The
entertainer, who was the voice of
John Lennon in Yellow Submarine
and who appeared in the Carry On
films, A Clockwork Orange, The
Italian Job and The Pink Panther
movies, died on Sunday after a
short illness. His career
encompassed film, TV, theatre and
he was an international bestselling
author in later life. He most
famously appeared alongside
Michael Caine in the original 1969
version of the Italian Job.

Bus burns in Sydney CBD

PASSENGERS have scrambled off
a Sydney bus after fire broke out in
the engine compartment on Oxford
Street in the CBD. A Fire and Rescue
NSW spokesman said no one was
hurt as about 30 passengers and
the driver got off the bus near Taylor
Square about 9.30am yesterday.
Three fire appliances were sent to
extinguish the blaze in the vehicle's
rear engine compartment and traffic
was disrupted for a period along
Oxford Street, he said. Police kept
people back from the bus that was
parked in the bus lane as the fire
was brought under control.

Card Club - From 9.30am to
2pm in the Senior Citizens
Room at Western Plains
Cultural Centre. Cost is $3 and
includes morning tea, lunch
and bingo. Contact Norma or
Merv 6888 5132.

Folk Art - From 10am at the
Arts and Crafts Centre, 137
Cobra Street, Dubbo. Contact
6881 6410.

Alanon Family Support
Group - Meet 7.30pm at Orana
Community Health Centre, on
the corner of Cobra and Palmer
streets, Dubbo. Contact
Barbara 6882 4382.

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)
meeting - At the Allira
Multipurpose Centre, 151
Fitzroy Street, Dubbo from
7pm. Contact Brian 0412 693
158.

Bootscooters - From
9.30am to 12pm at Carrington
Avenue RSL hall clubhouse.
Contact Kathy 6888 5287.

Trivia Night - From 7pm at
the Western Star Hotel. Entry
is free and children are
welcome.

West Dubbo Rotary - Meet
at the West Dubbo Bowling
Club, Whylandra Street, Dubbo,
at 6pm for 6.30pm start.

Dubbo Woodturning and
Woodcraft Club - Conducts
workshops every Wednesday
morning from 8am to 12pm at
the rear of the Craft Cottage,
137 Cobra Street. Newcomers
welcome. Contact Paul Nolan
on 6882 1485.

Dubbo VIP Group - Meet at
the Dubbo RSL Foyer Room,
corner of Wingewarra and
Brisbane streets, from 10am to
12pm. Contact Colin 02 6882
3691 or Victor 6885 4800.

Dubbo MS Support Group -
From 10.30am West Dubbo
Bowling Club. Contact Marilyn
6882 3237.

Dubbo City Council
Immunisation Clinic - In the
conference rooms at Dubbo
City Council between 10am
and 5pm.

TOMORROW -

Walking Group - Meet 8am
on the corner of Macquarie and
Tamworth streets. Contact May
6882 4371.

Vietnam Veteran’s Bingo -
From 11am to 12.30pm at
West Dubbo Bowling Club.
Contact Greg 6884 3003.

Dubbo Orana RSL Day Club
- Meeting at the Country Club
from 10am to 2pm. Cost is $4
and includes morning tea, card
playing, games and a light
lunch followed by bingo until
2pm. Transport can be
arranged for $2. Contact Ailsa
on 6882 0036, all welcome.

Bootscooters - From
6.30am to 9pm at Carrington
Avenue RSL hall clubhouse.
Contact Kathy 6888 5287

Dubbo City Croquet Club -
From 9am at Dubbo City
Bowling Club. Contact Beth
Stanley on 6884 3015.

Al-Anon meeting - From
12.30pm at the Dubbo
Neighbourhood Centre, 1/80
Gipps Street, Dubbo.

Bingo - From 1pm at Railway
Bowling Club. Contact Margaret
6882 4737 or Barb 6882
5893.

Community Exercise Class
for Gentle Strength Training -
From 1pm at Lourdes
Hospital's David Palmer
Centre. Contact Cherie 6885
2292.

Wood Carving Evening - At
Dubbo Arts and Craft Society.
Contact Neil Blake 6845 3562.
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